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Saint Mary's School

EDITOR'S COLUMN e

Dear Readers,

It gives us immense pleasure to present this
edition of our school magazine 'Lumina' —
2025-2026. A magazine is not just a
collection of articles, poems, and stories—it is
a reflection of the creativity, talent, and voice
of our students.

This edition showcases the hard work and
imagination of our young writers, artists, and
thinkers. Each page brings you inspiring
stories, meaningful articles, creative poems,
and vibrant artwork that highlight the diverse
abilities of our students. It is truly a
celebration of young minds who dare to think,
create, and express.

In today's fast-paced digital world, taking time
to read and write helps us connect with our
inner thoughts and ideas. This magazine
surely encourages every student to explore
their creativity, share their voice and develop
confidence in their abilities through all the

activities that are conducted throughout the
academic year.

We sincerely thank the management, all the
students, teachers, and contributors who
made this publication possible. Our parent's
support and encouragement have turned this
vision into reality.

Saint Mary's has always emphasized on the
holistic development of its pupils by instilling
sterling qualities and core skills throughout
the journey of each student's moulding and
building a strong foundation to be responsible
future citizens.

Our school magazine showcases various
well-planned activities carried out throughout
the academic year where the students'
creativity blossoms naturally, making them
the budding stars right from nurturing at their
tender age till the end of their schooling in our
institute.

With Regards, Editorial Team
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Saint Mary's School

FROM THE PRINCIPAL'S DESK

"Education is not preparation for life;
education is life itself." — John Dewey

Dear Parents and Students,

As we draw the curtains on yet another
enriching academic year, it is with immense
pride and gratitude that | pen these words for
our school newsletter, 'Lumina' — a name that
truly reflects the brilliance each one of our
students carry within.

The Second Semester has been nothing short
of extraordinary —where academic rigour and
co-curricular excellence walked hand in hand,
iluminating the very best in our students. This
semester has been a reflection of consistent
effort, intellectual sincerity, and the
remarkable dedication of both students and
teachers alike. We are proud of every mark
earned and every concept mastered.

Yet, learning at our school has never been
confined to textbooks alone. Navrang: An
Expression of Vibrancy & Diversity was a
highlight of the semester — a vibrant, multi-
disciplinary exhibition that brought together
the very best of Science,
Mathematics, Literature,
Computer Science,
Music, Art, Trade Fair

etc. all under one

roof. It was a
magnificent
showcase of

how learning
transcends
boundaries

when students

are given the

freedom to ».
explore,

create, and innovate. Every stall, every exhibit,
and every performance was a testament to
the breadth of talent that thrives within our
school, and a reminder that true education is
as diverse and colourful as the name Navrang
itself.

Our Annual Sports Day reminded us all that
true sportsmanship is not merely about
winning — it is about resilience, teamwork,
and the courage to give one's best, even when
the finish line feels far away.

The Awards Day was perhaps the most
moving of all — a moment to pause and
acknowledge the hard work, dedication, and
quiet perseverance of our students across
both academic and co-curricular spheres.
Each award celebrated not just achievement,
but the immense potential and the heartfelt
journeys undertaken with sincerity and heart.

| am deeply grateful to our teachers, whose
dedication transforms this institution into a
home of learning and love, and to our parents,
whose trust and partnership adds to the very
foundation upon which your

children grow and flourish.

Wishing each family a
joyful, restful, and
safe vacation.

With gratitude
and blessings,

Fr. Dr. Jilson Varghese CMI
Principal
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Saint Mary's School

FROM THE VICE PRINCIPAL'S DESK

Dear parents,
staff and
students,

My heart
overflows with
immense joy and
gratitude for the
journey we have
shared in the
academic year 2025-
2026. Thisyear has been a
testament to the resilience,

creativity, and unwavering spirit of our
school community. | want to extend my
deepest appreciation to our students and
staff for their tireless efforts for being the
cornerstone of our collective
achievements in the academic year.

The undeniable crown jewel of this session
was our Navarang exhibition held in
December 2025. The word Navarang,
meaning “nine colours”, perfectly
encapsulated the diverse brilliance
residing within our school walls. This mega-
event was a seamless fusion of scientific
inquiry and artistic expression. Our young
scientists decoded the mysteries of the
universe; our artists painted the soul of our
school. The exhibition was not merely a
display of talents, but a vibrant celebration
of our students' multi-faceted
personalities. | would like to place a
special spotlight on the Art Exhibition,
which truly brought the theme of Navrang
to life through a breathtaking array of
styles.

In the realm of

portraiture and

h u m a n

expression, we

are reminded of

the profound

words of the

legendary

Leonardo da Vinci:

“A beautiful body

perishes, but a work of art

dies not.”This sentiment was

echoed in every portrait and sketch

our students produced. Our students truly

built a legacy that transcends grades and
report cards.

To our dear parents, | want to express my
sincere thanks for being the wind beneath
our students' wings. Your encouragement
allows them to step out of their comfort
zones and explore the vast horizons of the
academic year of 2025-2026. Let us
continue to nurture these sparks of
creativity, for they are the flames that will
light up our future. We look forward to
another year of partnership in shaping
well-rounded, empathetic and innovative
individuals. May the memories of this
successful year inspire us to reach even
greater heights inthe seasons to come!

Warm regards and best wishes for a
wonderful holiday.

Fr. Binesh T. Jacob CMI
Vice Principal
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Saint Mary's School

GLIMPSES OF ACTIVITIES
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On 13" November, our school radiated
warmth and joy as students, teachers, and
staff united to celebrate our beloved
Principal's Birthday.

The day was beautifully filled with heartfelt
gestures, deep respect, gratitude, and joyful
celebrations — strengthening the bonds of our
school family.

P 1) o S TamAS
On 22" of November 2025, students of
Classes 3 to 8 celebrated Wildlife Day by
showcasing the beauty and importance of
animals and nature in maintaining ecological
balance. Through creative
presentations, they spread
awareness about caring for
the environment and
respecting all living creatures
— inspiring a commitment to a
greener and safer planet for
future generations.

On 29" of November 2025, our school
enthusiastically celebrated Mini Sports Day
for students of Standards 3 to 12. The event
was graced by Rev. Fr. Binesh T. Jacob CMI as
the Chief Guest, whose presence added great
inspiration to the occasion.

Held from 8:00 AM to 12:00 PM, the grounds
were filled with boundless energy and
competitive spirit. Students from all four
houses participated with great enthusiasm,
engaging in healthy and spirited
competitions. After an exciting series of
events, the Green House emerged as the
proud winner of the day.

" The celebration continued on 31 of January

2026, as Classes 1 and 2 enjoyed their very
own Mini Sports Day. Teachers worked
enthusiastically to create a fun and engaging
atmosphere for the little ones. The young
participants showcased their running,
jumping, and teamwork skills with great zeal,
making the day truly memorable — filled with
laughter, excitement, and a wonderful spirit of
sportsmanship
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Saint Mary's School

To celebrate the Patroness Day of our school
in a meaningful way, the Marian Service Wing
observed the First Week of December (1° —
8" December 2025) as Charity Week. Each
day was dedicated to a unique theme inspired
by the virtues of Saint Mary — humility,
obedience, love, and selfless service.

Students enthusiastically collected food
items, blankets, woollen clothes and other
essential materials, while also raising a
generous fund. All collected goods and funds
were lovingly distributed among the residents
of slum areas and the underprivileged of
Rajkot City.

This heartfelt celebration reminded students
that even small acts of kindness can bring
immense peace and joy to others. Through
these initiatives, the Marian Service Wing
encouraged students to reflect on their
responsibilities towards society, nurturing
within them the values of unity, empathy, and
a spirit of togetherness.

On 8" of December 2025, our school joyfully
celebrated the Titular Feast of Saint Mary, our
beloved Patroness, with a soulful and deeply
inspiring program. Students, teachers, and
staff came together to honour Mother Mary
with heartfelt gratitude. In a festive and joyful
twist, the celebration also embraced the spirit
of Christmas — a season of love, joy, and
togetherness — filling every heart with divinity
warmth and cheer.

N\ R, S

. Our school proudly hosted Navrang, a
spectacular multidisciplinary exhibition on
20" and 21* December2025, encompassing
Science, Social Science, Mathematics, Art,
Literature, Computer, and Music — truly a
kaleidoscope of brilliant ideas and creative
expressions.

3 (o

The event was graciously inaugurated by the
honourable Chief Guest Dr. Sumit Mukesh
Vyas, Project Director, Regional Science
Centre, Rajkot and the Guest of Honour Rev.
Fr. Binoy George, whose presence added
great prestige to the occasion.
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Saint Mary's School

The school grounds were transformed into a
vibrant and inspiring display of innovative
projects by students from Classes 3 to 12,
alongside an exciting and bustling Trade Fair.
The exhibition witnessed an overwhelming
response, with hundreds of enthusiastic
visitors exploring the displays.

Navrang was indeed a grand celebration of
knowledge, creativity and multidisciplinary
excellence.

On 19" of December 2025, Friday, our school
joyfully celebrated Christmas with love,
laughter and togetherness. The festivities
commenced with a beautiful Prayer Dance by
students of Standards 1 and 2, followed by
enchanting performances by the KG
students, including a heart-warming skit

Teachers delightfully dressed as Santa Claus,
spreading boundless joy and excitement
among students, while their melodious carol
singing filled the air with true Christmas spirit.

befitting the occasion.

- Republic Day 2026 with great

enthusiasm and patriotic
fervour. Rev. Fr. Binesh T.

Principal, unfurled the national g
flag with pride and delivered a [Ji
thoughtful and inspiring
message befitting the
occasion. Teaching staff and NCC cadets
gathered with immense pride and respect to
honour the nation.

The celebration beautifully reaffirmed our
commitment to the values and spirit of our
great Republic.

The school joyfully celebrated the birthdays
of Fr. Binesh (Vice Principal, Primary Section)
and Sr. Anu (Vice Principal, K.G. Building) on
2nd February, 2026.

The occasion was filled with warmth, love, and
gratitude as students and staff came together

to honour and cherish these two inspiring
leaders of our school family.

Students of Standards 6 to 12 eagerly
participated in Pariksha Pe Charcha, the
Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi's
annual interactive session, held on 6" and 9"
February.
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Saint Mary's School

- ]
The inspiring programme provided students
with valuable insights on managing exam
stress, building a positive mindset, and
approaching examinations with confidence.
Through practical strategies shared by the
Prime Minister, every student left feeling
motivated and empowered to face their
upcoming exams with renewed energy and
enthusiasm.

On 28" of February 2026, our school proudly
celebrated the Lower Primary Annual Day on
the inspiring theme — Tatva Sangam: The
Unity of Five Elements. The festivities
commenced with the auspicious Lighting of

the Lamp by our esteemed
Chief Guest, Rev. Fr. Jomon
Thommana, a visionary
leader, distinguished
educationist, and
healthcare administrator,
serving as Director of
Christ College Campus,
Rajkot.

: Through vibrant performances and creative
~ displays, our talented young students
)

beautifully brought to life the profound
concept of unity in diversity. Every act
resonated with the spirit of harmony and co-
existence, reflecting the deep significance of
the theme. Tatva Sangam was truly a
celebration of togetherness, creativity, and
the beautiful unity that binds us all.

The Annual Award Day was proudly hosted on
28" of March 2026 to honour students for
their outstanding dedication and
achievements in academics and co-curricular
activities during the academic year 2025—26.
The event was graciously presided over by
our esteemed Chief Guest, Rev. Fr. George
Vadakel CMI, the Manager of our school,
whose inspiring presence added great dignity
and prestige to the occasion.

Several prestigious accolades were
presented to deserving students, including
the Brainwave Bonanza Awards, General
Captains, Captains and Vice Captains
Awards, Disciplinarian Awards, Best
Disciplined Student Award, and the coveted
Best Student Award.

Semester 2: 2025-26 08



Saint Mary's School

Students who excelled at the National Level in
various fields were also specially honoured
and celebrated for bringing pride to our
school.

The event was a beautiful blend of recognition
and celebration, further enriched by engaging
entertainment programmes and a heart-
warming flashback of the academic year,
making it a truly memorable and inspiring
occasion for all.

On 7th February, the school proudly hosted a
Certificate Distribution Ceremony, honouring
students for their outstanding performances
in various competitions. Certificates of
excellence and participation were presented,
celebrating each student's dedication and
hard work.

The event served as a powerful reminder that
consistent effort and enthusiasm always lead

to recognition and success.

: ..'.||'i
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It was a heartwarming celebration of talent
and perseverance that inspired every student
to participate actively and strive for

- excellence.

¥

A Parent Meeting and Orientation was held on
2" April, 2026, for the parents of Std. 2
students. Organized by the school, the event
aimed to familiarize parents with the systems
and practices of the Primary Section.

. Led by Mr. Darryl Dias (Primary Teacher) and
Ms. Hetal Shah (Academic Coordinator,
Primary Section), it proved to be an
informative and engaging session,
strengthening the bond between school and
home.

On 2™ of May 2026, Saint Mary's School
warmly bid farewell to Ms. Hansaben Vaghela,
beloved non-teaching staff of the Primary

Section, on the occasion of her well-deserved

retirement. Having dedicated 14 years of
sincere and selfless service to the institution,
she leaves be ind a legacy of dedication and
responsibility.

-,

The entire Saint Mary's Family gratefully
honours her unwavering commitment and
extends heartfelt wishes forha joyful and
peaceful retirement.
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Saint Mary's School

The Freadom Reading Programme, organised
for our students, has been a remarkable
success throughout the year. The dedicated
Freadom Team actively monitored and guided
the programme, ensuring enthusiastic
participation from students in all organised
competitions. Recognising the efforts of our

On 6'" December i
2025, Saturday, our

school hosted the

Elocution Competition

Final Round for students of Classes 1% and
2" It was a truly proud and memorable
moment as our young stars confidently took
the stage, delivering their speeches with
remarkable expression, energy and action
that left the audience thoroughly impressed.

20

We heartily congratulate all the winners and |

participants for their outstanding and
inspiring performances!

- The Poem Recitation Competition for
~ students of Standards 1° and 2" was
) conducted in two exciting rounds.

#_ "~
: A .
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young readers, the team r
graciously acknowledged and "%
motivated students by awarding § &
deserving participants with 'ﬁ
certificates and badges. The 1 &
programme has truly instilled a
wonderful love for reading
among our students. '

Students enthusiastically recited poems in
English, Hindi, and Gujarati, celebrating the
beauty of multilingual expressions. The Final
Round, held on 24" January 2026, was a truly
captivating event as participants beautifully
brought poems to life through impressive
voice modulations and expressions.

The judges were thoroughly impressed by
their creativity, confidence, and passion for
their amazing performances.
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On 10" January 2026, our school hosted an
exciting Memory Game Competition for
Lower Primary students, challenging young
minds to put their memory retention to the
ultimate test. The competition was a
captivating spectacle, as students
demonstrated remarkable quick thinking,
sharp focus, and impressive concentration.

Teachers were truly impressed by the
exceptional mental abilities displayed by their
students, making it a truly memorable
celebration of young brilliant minds.

! | A &
On 27" January 2026, Saint Mary's School
hosted spectacular Debate Competition for
students of Standards 6 to 8, buzzing with
immense zeal and energy.

Fr. Jibin Manakuzhiyil CMI graced the
occasion as the Chief Guest, while Ms. Hetal
Shah - Primary Section Academic Coordinator

~ served as the Moderator, guiding the event
y with poise and expertise.

Far beyond a mere speaking contest, the
competition blossomed into a vibrant
celebration of ideas, perspectives and the
power of expressions. Each participant
presented their viewpoints with remarkable
passion, clarity and confidence.

The event provided students a meaningful
platform to discover the strength of their
voices and appreciated the importance of
expressing it responsibly — making it a truly

' enriching and memorable experience.

On 26" February 2026, our school hosted the
annual Brainwave Bonanza Quiz Competition
for students of Standards 3 to 5. Students
displayed remarkable confidence, sharp
teamwork, and impressive presence of mind
while answering questions across diverse
subjects including Science, History, Sports,
and Current Affairs. The event successfully
promoted spontaneous thinking, general
awareness, and a spirit of healthy competition
among young learners.
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Saint Mary's School

It was an intellectually stimulating and thoroughly enjoyable celebration of knowledge and

brilliance.

We are immensely proud
that Niva Lathiya of
Standard IX A participated
at the National Level Rifle
Shooting Competition, held
at Indore, Madhya Pradesh
from 6" to 9" December,
2025. Competing against
talented participants from
across the nation, Niva secured a
commendable Fourth Position, bringing great
honour and pride to our school. We heartily
congratulate Niva for this remarkable
achievement and wish her continued success
in all her future endeavours!

On 15" December 2025, the GEBCI Olympiad
Examination was conducted for our students,
and we are immensely proud of the
remarkable achievements earned through
their hard work, dedication, and brilliance.
Certificates and medals were awarded to
deserving participants across various
standards.

We are especially proud to honour the
following students who received Cash Prizes
for their exceptional performances —
Kushagra Verma (Std. 1D), Jiya Pedadiya
(Std. 2B), Akshat Gajjar (Std. 3B), Jenisha
Wadvani (Std. 4C), and Vedant Limbasiya
(Std. 10 B)

—— \""-- _—:-—"'-'_.-
i = e
-

Kushagra Verma

|-

Jiya Pedadiya Akshat Gajjar

(Std. 1D) (Std. 2B) (Std. 3B)
lsl #’
"
Y
i
Jenisha Wadvani Vedant Limbasiya
(Std. 4C) (Std. 10 B)

We are also delighted to celebrate our
talented High School students who brought
home the prestigious Gold Medals in the
GEBCI Olympiad — Veer Varia, Pallavi Sinha,
Kalindi Chandrani, Soumya Barbhaya, Jiya
Joshi, Drishya Shah, Kashish Jakhia, Lakulesh
Kyada, Sara Sutariya,andYashvi Sagar.

Hearty congratulations to all our shining stars
for making our school proud!

<  Ourstudent, from STD 2 -
A, Miss Rajvi Rathod, has
secured the Third Position in
the Standing Broad Jump event
at the Sarvodaya Olympics, \
Rajkot in the Open Category. .

“= 2 Dhruvansh Daraniya from
. 's=T  STD 1st-C, secured 3rd Rank in
__ =" 11th Open Saurashtra Roller

, !and Speed Skating
: tit Championship 2025, Rajkot.
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Saint Mary's School

PALLETTE OF ART AND WORDS

The children who escaped reached a
jungle. They found a tent, a campfire, and
an axe.

They slept. When they woke the next
morning, they went forward and found a
river. There was a log joining the two sides.
As soon as all the children stepped on it, it
broke...

Het M. Sampat (Std: 6 A)

Once upon a time, there was an
orphanage. There were eight children
living with the caretaker, Sara. Among
them were two best friends named Het
and Sneh. They arrived in the afternoon,
and after eating lunch, they went out to

play.

When they came back after playing in the
evening, they wentto watch T.V. They saw a
news report that a monster had attacked
another daycare yesterday. Suddenly,
after watching this news, the power went

out. Sara went to switch on the power. As When the Sun goes down to rest,
soon as she was gone, the monster came

and tried to kill the children. When Sara The sky wears a robe of deep blue.
came back, the children told her Tiny, tiny stars begin to shine,

hi he di li hem.
everything, but she did not believe them Like silver dreams scattered wide.

They went to bed and slept. The next
morning when they woke up, they ate
breakfast. Just when they finished, the A quiet lamp for the Earth below.
monster attacked again in front of Sara.
Sara became unconscious. The children
who were in the lift were saved, but others Whispering secrets of the dark.
were killed and the monster took Sara with
him.

The moon floats softly above,

Clouds move like slow thoughts,

This night sky teaches us to pause,

) To wonder, to dream, to feel small.
Suddenly, the lift went deep underground

and they found themselves in a mine shaft. Under its endless, shining space,
There was a lava river. There were some Every heart finds peace and hope.
rocks floating on it; some of them survived

and some died. Arya S. Viradiya (Std: 6-C)
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Saint Mary's School

There was atown busy in talking,

Children falling down while learning
cycling.

Chatting and talking people,

Sometimes can be seen doing what we are
doing.

Some grannies did sewing for a pastime,

Some people going down the streets
asked for aticket or a pass.

But most interesting were the children,

Sitting on the grass, reading an atlas.

Rajvi Trivedi (Std: 7-D)

One day in our class, the teacher told
everyone to sit quietly and start their work.
Suddenly, Devansh's water bottle fell on
the floor with a loud noise. Everyone
looked at him and started laughing.

After some time, the teacher asked a
question in Mathematics. The teacher said,
"What is 5 + 5?" Devansh quickly stood up
and said, "Madam, it is 55!" The whole
class burst out laughing. Even the teacher
smiled and explained the correct answer.

Then, while writing on the board, the piece
of chalk broke and fell on the teacher's
shoe. One student joked, "Madam, the
chalk also wants to study with us!" Again,
the whole class laughed.

My friend and | laughed a lot and shared
these joyful moments with each other. We
always help each other in our studies.
Friendship makes our classroom a happy
and comfortable place. Because of
friends, every day becomes more special
and memorable.

Mahi S. Chandarana (Std: 6-A)

My friend, the future is something that
nobody knows. If you get fewer marks in an
exam, do not worry, because your future
cannot be decided by marks alone. Look
at Albert Einstein; he was removed from
school four times, yet he became one of
the most intelligent people in the world. So,
my friend, do not be in tension and enjoy
your life.
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Saint Mary's School

Other students or your elders might scold
you or make fun of you, but do not lose
confidence or heart. Just ignore it, because
the less you react, the more powerful you
become.

If you try again and again, one day you will
reach your goal. And if you fail an exam, do
not think that God has forgotten you. He
helps us when we are in trouble. Remember,
my friend, God always helps us.

Riaan Kachhetiya Jigneshbhai (Std: 6-D)

My name is School. You all once came
inside me. Inside me, there are many
things like a library, a ground, a basketball
court, classrooms, an auditorium, a
computer lab, washrooms, etc.

Now | will talk about the students. Yes!
Students come inside me, into my
classrooms, and sometimes they write bad
words and speak rudely. But School is also
that place of enjoying life that adults want
to live again.

There are many subjects like Maths,
Science, etc. The next thing is friendship;
friends help each other study and play. The
last thing is that we all should love our
school life and enjoy it, for we will not get
these chances again.

So, come inside me, enjoy, study, and
learn everything!

Vardhan Shingala (Std: 6 A)

From the Himalayan peaks

where the silence is deep,

To the ghats of Kashi where the rivers
won't sleep.

India breathes in the rhythm of old

and of new;

In the scent of the rain and the morning
dew.

The desert sings gold in the Rajasthani
heat,

while the pulse of Mumbai drums loud in
the street.

Step into a temple, a church or a shrine;
where the colours of faith & history
entwine.

Taste the spice of south on a lush green
leaf.

Find the peace of forest that offers relief,
From the white Taj marble to the
backwater's blue

Every mile is a story, a world born anew.
Its a land of a thousand tongues & one
heart

where the travel ends and the soul starts.

JEEYANSH N. PANDYA (2D)
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Saint Mary's School

Death,
Why do people fear you so much?

Why do mortals tremble at your name?

You, the ultimate reality, beyond all fame.

An inescapable truth, we all must face,

A destiny that awaits, in a designated
place.

Your beauty rivals none, a narrative so
grand,

Untarnished and pure, in this mortal land.

You embody the pain, we struggle to
define,

A bittersweet reminder, of life's fragile
design.

The greatest adventure, of one's fleeting
breath,

A conclusion to life's tapestry, so
intricately woven beneath.

- y P _—
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The endless struggle, we all endure and
bear,

Leads to your final destination, beyond
compare.

You are the silence, that follows life's
refrain,

The stillness that calms, the turmoil and
the pain.

A mysterious embrace, that beckons us
to sleep,

And in that slumber, our souls quietly
creep.

So let us not fear, your inevitable call,

But rather, cherish life, and give death its
rightful place in all.

For in your darkness, lies a beauty so
divine,

A final destination, where love and
memories entwine.

- Simranjeetkaur Sandhu
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Jethva Ved
2C

2D

ART & CRAFT

2C

- L

ﬁhairya Bhalodiya
2D

Shreeja Kasundra
1C

2B

e

1D

2D

Kalyani Santokhi
5B

Semester 2: 2025-26 17



Saint Mary's School

Prayag Kacha Griva Savaliya Aaradhya Faldu Arav Parmar
3A 3A 4D 5C
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Jainam Ranpariyé

¥ . . f
Heer chauhan Jenisha Vaniya Karmadip Solanki

6A 6B 6B
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Saint Mary's School

Krisha Pandy
6A

Vivaan Rathod
6B

Daksh Patel
7D

" Pranali Sekhani

)

6A

Yagnam Bhatt
6A

Robin Thomas
7C

Zeel Makadia
6C

7B
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